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It’s right here.”




Lochside Trail at Mt Newton Crossroad: Counts and Observations 

Monday May 23, 2004 - 10:15 a.m. to 1:15 a.m.

Conditions:  Holiday Monday.  Sunny, hot weather.

Prepared by:  John Luton, Executive Director, CBWS

Hundreds of cyclists passed through the intersection during the 3 hours observed.  Singly or in groups as large as 7, cyclists of all ages and some variety of skill levels were using the trail and Lochside Drive.  Most appeared comfortable following vehicle style movements on Mt Newton.  

Counts were conducted focusing on cycling and pedestrian movements through the intersection, especially along Mt. Newton and at the turn south onto the trail where a bicycle left-turn refuge is proposed.

Most users appeared to be recreational cyclists.  Few were likely on local commute trips.  Some pedestrian trips were recorded, most by local residents walking to and from very local destinations (McDonalds, Waddling Dog, apartment building, reserve community).

Some bicycle traffic heading west or feeding into the corridor from west of the highway was also noted.  Many of those traveling west towards Saanichton or south onto the highway were club racing or fitness cyclists.

The sample indicates significant use along the corridor, although it would have been useful to continue the count through the afternoon and earlier in the morning to get a clear picture of the number of users passing through the intersection.  Dozens stopped at McDonalds (which is well positioned alongside the trail and is equipped with good, well located bicycle parking).

The junction of the trail and Hernwood Rd posed challenges for both motor vehicle and bicycle traffic.  The poor placement of the trail mouth feeds cyclists across exiting traffic, sometimes between vehicles where drivers have moved ahead of the stop bar (no stop sign is posted on Hernwood). 

Those turning south (left) onto the trail from Mt. Newton most often approached the turn as a vehicle would.  Cyclists moved into a left turn position before crossing into Hernwood to access the trail.  Very few crossed at or near Lochside Drive and approached the trail against the flow of traffic.

BC Transit schedules show infrequent stops, (hourly) during peak recreational cycling times, assuming that trail users are most likely to be recreational riders.  The most number of stops per day at the bus stop is recorded on the south side of Mt. Newton on weekdays (23 visits to the stop). 

Observations and counts during peak commute times would be useful at this location.

Movements:

	Northbound cyclists

(Trail to Lochside Drive)
	113
	45% (cyclists)

	Northbound cyclists

(From west of hwy)
	10
	4%

	Southbound cyclists

(Mt Newton to trail)
	98*

(* 12 ‘wrong way’)
	39%

	Westbound cyclists
	17
	7%

	Other cyclists: (trailer park, south to trail from west, north from trail to hwy, west to hwy)
	13
	5%

	Total cyclists
	251
	90% (all users)

	Pedestrians
	29
	10%

	Estimated daily cyclists
	750-1000
	

	Estimated daily peds
	>100
	


Motor Vehicle counts from other sources are assumed sufficient.

Design proposals:  Observations

Concepts presented to Central Saanich council proposed to accommodate cyclists using the corridor.  Although there is some pedestrian use, their needs would be accommodated by crossings at Highway 17 and Lochside Drive intersections.  I understood the proposal at council to exclude providing for pedestrians at the location chosen for the left turn slot for cyclists.

The left turn slot and amendments to the proposed design were largely satisfactory.  The extension of textured, coloured pavement across vehicle travel lanes appears to create a crosswalk facility and may be confusing for some cyclists.  Proposals to dash bike lanes on the approaches to the left turn slot may mitigate this concern.

Revisions to the design to maintain continuity of the bike lane along the south side of Mt. Newton should provide more clarity for cyclists and motorists using the intersection at Hernwood Rd.  Cyclists leaving the trail for the bike lane will not be tempted to weave around vehicles exiting Hernwood in order to access the bike lane.

At Lochside Drive, the free right turn for southbound cyclists is innovative and responds to existing patterns.  Cyclists may be better able to move towards their left turn position as they can maintain some of their momentum through the turn.  Infrequent pedestrian crossings will minimize conflicts.

Northbound bike lane/pedestrian shoulder should be further analyzed to minimize the use of this area as a travel lane for motorists.

Illustrations:
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Most cyclists approaching the trail (southbound), executed a two step approach to the turn – moving into the centre of the travel lane and then to the left turn slot – before turning left onto Hernwood at the trail mouth.
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Northbound cyclists exiting the trail often threaded through traffic exiting Hernwood Rd., a movement that will be discouraged by routing them onto the bike lane along Mt. Newton.
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Cyclists traveling in both directions often congregate near the trail mouth, causing some congestion, sometimes blocking cyclists coming off of Mt. Newton.
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At Borden and McKenzie in Saanich, a rosette has been designed a few metres away from the trail mouth to minimize congestion in at intersections.
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