Traffic Calming Options at Central School

John Luton, Capital Bike and Walk Society

Access to the school across Fort St. is a challenge for many students in the face of high volumes of fast moving traffic.

Our site audit identified a number of possible solutions to this and other sites around the school where traffic calming is needed.

Current thinking on the options discussed identified a possible curb extension reaching into Fort St. from the eastern sidewalk on Moss Street.  This will place pedestrians in the line of vision of the many vehicles turning east from Moss who pose a significant threat to pedestrians at this location.

One of the problems identified with this option is the impact on the bus stop immediately east of the crosswalk.  Buses often stop over the crosswalk, forcing pedestrians to cross behind the bus and directly in front of traffic leaving Moss.  Drivers are often scanning west for vehicles travelling east on Fort and not attentive to the pedestrians in the crosswalk.

Two options for improving the corridor and the corner to slow traffic on Fort and provide better prompts to drivers on Moss Street could be considered as an alternative.

Options:

Calming traffic on Fort can be accomplished through the addition of bike lanes east of Cook.  Bike lanes already exist west of the intersection and Fort is identified in the city’s bicycle master plan as a cycling route.  Bicycle lanes typically slow traffic speeds on corridors where they are implemented.

The curb lane on Fort at Moss is approximately 7m/23ft wide.  Providing bike lanes would leave 3m/9.8ft clear for the travel lane assuming parking at 2.5m/8.2ft (Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) standards for parking lanes are 2.5m, for bike lanes 1.5m).  Analysis of other segments of the corridor west to Cook would be required to determine available space and lane configurations for bike lanes.

Endorsement from this group could be used to promote this project through Victoria’s Cycling Advisory Committee.   A significant budget for bicycle network projects is provided by the city.

An alternate design for curb extensions should also be considered.  Rather than Fort St., a curb extension from the east side of Moss, as a companion project to bicycle lanes, would slow down right turners off of Moss onto Fort.  Positioning for the turn would also place more pedestrians in their field of vision prior to making the turn.

The cross-section at Moss is approximately 9.1m/30ft, allowing for a curb extension of 2m/6.5ft or more and still leaving sufficient room for vehicles turning onto or from Moss St. to pass each other comfortably.  Total traffic on Moss St. is approximately 5000 vehicles a day at this location.

This treatment could also be promoted as a positive addition to the walking environment along this corridor.  More than 10% of commuter trips in the capital are done on foot.  Percentages are higher in core area neighbourhoods like Rockland.  A curb extension and other surface treatments (pavers, stamped ashphalt or a sidewalk extension), could strengthen the attractiveness of this corridor for walkers and serve local walking tourism destinations like the Art Gallery, Government House and Craigdarroch Castle.

Many curb extension projects have been completed in Victoria and elsewhere in the Capital Region.  Illustrations of innovations from other jurisdictions are illustrated on the following page.

[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image1]
Choker at local street





�


Venice, California, Dan Burden photo





Neckdown with paving treatment





�


Dan Burden photo








[image: image3.jpg]


